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Greetings  of  the  First  Presidency  ot  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 

Christmas,  1936 


There  is  a  joy  in  Christmas  which  is 
unsurpassed  by  any  other  season  or  event 
in  the  year.  It  is  the  joy  that  comes 
from  losing-  self  for  the  happiness  of 
others.  Because  of  this,  though  Christ- 
mas- had  no  other  \irtue,  each  Yuletide 
should  find  the  world  a  little  better  than 
the  last,  and  men  and  women  a  little  more 
eager  to  strive  to  make  real  the  heralded 
proclamation  : — 

"Peace  on  earth,  good  will  toward 
men." 
With  assurance  in  our  hearts  that 
millions  of  sincere  people  the  world  over 
are  praving  and  striving  for  this  consum- 
mation, we  send  forth  our  lu-artfelt  greet- 
ing and  blessing. 

Evidences  of  progress  in  the  Church 
give  us  true  cause  for  rejoicing.  Nine- 
teen Thirty-six  has  been  an  eventful  and 
prosperous    year.  The    loyally    of    the 

members   to   the   ideals   and   teachings   of 
the  Man  of  Galilee  has  been  evidenced  in 


manv  ways— by  greater  response  to  the 
proclamation  of  the  Gospel  abroad;  by 
increased  tithes  and  offerings;  by  the 
erection  of  new  Churches;  by  the  organi- 
zation of  new  stakes  and  missions ;  and 
particularlv  by  the  almost  unanimous 
response  and  united  effort  in  favour  of  the 
Church  Security  Plan.  Surely  with  these 
and  other  equally  meritorious  accomplish- 
ments, the  Lord  is  pleased,  for,  he  has 
said  :  "  Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto 
one  of  the  least  of  these  my  brethren, 
ye  have  done  it  unto  me." 

All  such  efforts  contribute  to  the  joy 
and  peace  Christ  came  to  establish.  But 
let  us  ever  remember  that  peace  is  the 
price  of  eternal  vigilance  and  constant 
righteous    efforts.  Forces   of   evil   and 

misery  are  still  rampant  in  the  world  and 
must  be  resisted.  Even  this  morning 
as  the  sun  threw  warm,  genial  rays  on 
snow-capped  summits  and  frost-covered 
valleys  of  this  western  land,  we  read  in 
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papers  of  contention  and  si  rife  in  the  Far 
East;  of  Civil  War  in  Spain  ;  of  fortifica- 
tions, bristling  with  guns  and  harbouring 
death -dealing  explosives,  in  other  parts 
of  Europe— outward  manifestations  of 
envy,  suspicion,  and  hatred  that  still 
canker  the  hearts  of  men.  Once  again, 
as  in  1914,  international  misunderstand- 
ings threaten  to  dixcrt  man's  inventive 
genius  and  wealth  from  the  paths  of 
science,  art  and  literature,  products  of 
peace,  to  the  means  of  human  destruc- 
tion and  the  holocausts  of  war. 

The  rising  sun  can  dispel  the  darkness 
of  night,  hut  he  cannot  banish  the  black- 
ness of  mali(-e,  hatred,  bigotry,  selfish- 
ness, and  greed  from  the  hearts  of 
humanity.  Nor  will  happiness  and  peace 
come  to  earth  until  the  light  of  love  and 
human  compassion  enters  the  souls  of 
men. 

It  was  for  this  purpose  that  the  Son  of 
righteousness  "  with  healing  in  his 
wings  "  came  in  the  meridian  of  time. 
Through  Him  wickedness  shall  be  over- 
come, hatred,  enmity,  strife,  poverty,  and 
war  abolished.  This  will  not  be  ac- 
complished, however,  with  bombs  and 
battle-shot,  with  submarines  or  poison 
gas,  but  with  a  slow  but  never-failing 
process  of  changing  men's  mental  and 
spiritual  attitude.  The  ways  and  habits 
of  the  world  depend  upon  the  thoughts 
and  soul-convictions  of  men  and  women. 
If,  therefore,  you  would  change  the 
world,  you  must  first  change  people's 
thoughts.  Only  to  the  extent  that  men 
desire  peace  and  brotherhootl  can  the 
world  be  made  better.  Only  by  adhering 
to  sound  principles  can  peace  come,  either 
to  individuals  or  nations. 

Christ  is  the  true  light  of  men's  lives. 
His  coming  was  heralded  by  heavenly 
voices  singing:  "Glory  to  God  in  the 
highest  and  on  earth,  peace,  good  will 
toward    men." 

Thus  was  recorded  the  greatest  and 
most  momentous  fact  in  the  history  of  the 
world.  In    His    taking    upon    Himself 

mortality,  Christ  personified  Deity;  in  His 
walks  and  teachings  among  men,  He 
exemplified  the  true  philosophy  of  being  ; 
in  His  death  and  resurrection,  He  opened 
the  door  to  life  and  immortality. 

Rejecting  the  tempter's  scheme  of 
coercion       and       self-glorification,       the 


Sa\iour  established  a  plan  that  will 
regenerate  men's  souls.  He  knew  that 
this  regenerating  force  would  be  silent, 
almost  imperceptible,  slow  in  gaining 
momentum,  and  disappointing  to  all 
except  only  those  who  caught  His  vision, 
victorious  only  through  His  death,  resur- 
rection and  second  coming. 

The  mission  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  .Saints  is  to  establish 
peace.  The   living   Christ   is   its  liead. 

lender  Him  over  one  hundred  thousand 
men  in  the  Church  are  divinely  authorised 
to  represent  Him  in  \ariouslv  assigned 
positions.  It  is  the  duty  of  these  repre- 
sentatives to  manifest  brotherly  love,  first 
toward  one  another,  then  toward  all  man- 
kind ;  to  seek  unity,  harmonv  and  peace 
in  organizations  within  the  Church,  and 
then,  by  precept  and  example,  extend 
these  virtues  throughout  the  world. 

May  each  Christmas  find  members  of 
the  Church  truer,  purer,  nobler  than  the 
last,  that  they  with  intellects  and  hearts 
united  may  hasten  the  day  when  "  The 
Lord  will  bless  his  people  with  peace," 
that  they  may  "  lift  up  an  ensign  of 
peace,  and  make  a  proclamation  for  peace 
unto  the  ends  of  the  earth." 


LOYALTY  TO  TRUTH. 

Deseret  Xeii<s. 
To  this  end  was  I  born,  and  for  this 
cause  came  I  into  the  world,  that  I  should 
bear     witness     unto     the     truth." — John 
XVIII,  37. 

God  is  to  be  worshipped  not  in  spirit 
only  but  also  in  truth.  Love  of  truth 
is  piety   of  the  mind.  When   we   find 

truth  we  think  of  God.  To  study  nature 
with  a  reverent  mind,  is  to  peruse  the 
thoughts  of  the  Creator.  This  feeling 
forced  itself  upon  Kepler,  the  great 
astronomer,  when  he  said  :  "  Oh  God,  I 
do  but  read  thy  thoughts  after  Thee." 
True  science  is  nothing  more  than  the 
tracing  out  of  the  divine  plan  and  pur- 
pose, a  faithful  antl  reverent  interpreta- 
tion of  that  eternal  witness,  which 
throughout  the  whole  Cosmos,  Deitv  is 
bearing  to  truth.  By  reverently  seeking 
truth,  we  honour  God,  and  with  Him 
bear  our  witness. 

Jesus  illustrates  the  bounden  dutv  of 
every    soul.  He    not    only    spoke    the 
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truth,  but  lived  it.  His  gospel  is  no 
system  of  abstractions.  In  him  it  is  seen 
as  a  living  principle,  the  spirit  of  truth 
walking  and  talking  among  men.  Truths 
as  old  as  the  race — worship,  brotherhood, 
duty  and  love — he  made  new  as  he  illumi- 
nated and  glorified  them  into  fuller  and 
richer  significance.  His  purity,  fidelity, 
and  alTection,  his  wortl  and  work,  his  life 
and  tleath,  give  expression  to  that  divine 
purpose  for  which  every  soul  was  created. 
Did  we  religiously  regard  our  life,  and 
live  for  the  high  and  finest  ends  of 
existence,  every  human  being  would 
stand  for  truth,  ever}-  life  become  a  testi- 
mon\-.  For  unto  everyone  of  us  the  call 
comes  to  scr\e  the  truth — to  seek  it, 
speak  it,   and  live. 

Jesus  taught  that  the  holder  of  even 
one  talent  is  in  duty  bound  to  use  that 
one  divinely.  If  we  would  but  accept 
our  work  in  the  world,  no  matter  in  what 
.station,  and  follow  oiU'  calling,  not  for 
ignofjle  gain  and  outward  success,  but  for 
truth  and  its  service,  how  the  world  of 
men  would  be  uplifted  and  sanctified. 

If  we  would  but  stand  in  our  station 
with  utter  and  entire  integrity — every 
minister  and  merchant  and  mechanic, 
cverv  lawyer  and  engineer  and  teacher, 
everv  builder  and  writer  and  statesman — 
scouting  all  pretence,  sham  work  and 
hyprocrisy,  working  in  the  open  day  and 
making  our  work  real  and  genuine,  each 
might  "  bear  witness  unto  the  truth  " 
and  make  his  life  a  testimony.  The  mer- 
chant, by  the  very  label  on  his  goods, 
by  the  nature  of  his  advertisements, 
promising  only  what  his  counters  justif}' ; 
the  lawyer,  seeking  to  establish  justice 
rather  than  by  fraud  and  technicality  to 
defend  iniquity ;  the  statesman,  placing 
principle  above  partisan  success ;  the 
minister,  striving  supremely  for  righte- 
ousness ;  the  teacher  lighting  the  torch 
of  goodness,  virtue  and  honour  in  the 
breasts  of  his  pupils — these  and  all  others 
that  hunger  for  truth  might  stand  in  their 
places  and  say  as  trul\-  as  did  Jesus  :  "  To 
this  end  was  I  born,  and  for  this  cause 
came  I  into  the  world,  to  bear  testimony 
to  the  truth." 

It  should  be  the  pride  of  everv  man 
and  woman,  in  things  little  or  large,  to 
see  the  facts  clearly  as  they  are,  to  dis- 
cern the  right  and  wrong,  the  true  and 
the  false,  to  report  faithfully  and  to  utter 


thoughts  with  uncompromising  veracity. 
To  see  and  speak  with  the  truthfulness  of 
the  sun  is  a  high  achievement  made  possi- 
ble only  by  devout  consecration  and  a 
deep  sense  of  divine  purpose. 
□  □  

THE  NEW  YEAR. 

At  the  beginning  of  each  year  it  is 
customary  to  make  new  resolutions.  The 
new  Ne;u-  is  the  point  of  division  between 
the  old  year  wiiich  has  gone  and  the  new 
one  \\  hich  is  to  come. 

New  resolutions. 

It  is  but  natural  at  this  time  that  we 
pause  to  review  the  past  and  plan  for 
the  future;  indulge  in  reminiscences  and 
dreams,  recall  our  sorrows  and  dis- 
appointments, regret  our  mistakes  and 
shortcomings,  recount  our  blessings,  and 
rejoiie  at  any  successes  which  may  have 
come. 

We  then  turn  our  attention  to  the 
future.  In  the  light  of  the  past  we  make 
our  new  resolutions  and  dream  our  new 
dreams.  W'e    rededicate    ourselves    to 

higli       ideals,        noble       principles       and 
Cliristian  standards. 

Profits  by  mistakes. 

An  intelligent  sur\ey  and  ev.duation  of 
the  past  is  most  enlightening  and  should 
be  helpful  and  beneficial  to  any  thinking 
individual.  If  in  the  past  year  we  have 
improved  ourselves,  if  we  have  grown  and 
de\  eloped,  if  success  has  come,  we  should 
try  to  find  out  what  has  brought  these 
about.  If  we  have  made  mistakes  let 
us  realize  the  fact  and  profit  by  them. 
One  thing  to  avoid,  however,  is  indul- 
gence in  morbid  regret  which  is  so  de- 
vastating to  the  human  soul.  Mistakes 
should,  if  possible,  be  used  as  stepping 
stones  upon  which  to  rise  or  as  fortifi- 
cations against  future  errors. 

Strength  and  virtue  of  people. 

More  and  more  as  time  goes  on  are  we 
finding  out  the  strength  and  virtue  of  the 
people  in  the  European  Mission.  Their 
industry  and  ability,  their  dexotion  to  the 
Cause  and  the  efliciency  of  their  work  has 
given  us  pride  and  joy.  We  find  multi- 
tudes who  arc  earnestly  and  diligently 
seeking  first  the  Kingdom  of  God  and  His 
righteousness. 

Greater  success  coming. 
Our     hearts     are     full     of     rejoicing, 
gratitude   and   thankfulness   at   what   has 
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been  accoinplishccl  aiul  wc  Jecl  sure  that 
with  the  help  and  gu'uhince  of  our 
Heaxenly  Father  the  year  1937  is  going 
to  bring  a  greater  success,  a  greater 
happiness  and  greater  progress. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  year  let  us  all 
unite  and  go  forward  harmoniously. 
Let  every  heart  be  filled  with  the 
spirit    of   forgiveness.  Let   every    in- 

dividual realize  his  own  shortcomings 
and  minimize  those  of  his  friends, 
neighbours  and  fellow-workers.  Re- 
member, "  Faith,  hope  and  charity, 
but  the  greatest  of  these  is  charity." 
The  Lord  Himself  hath  said,  be  united. 
"  If  ye  are  not  one  ye  are  not  mine." 
(Doctrine  and  Covenants  38   :  27.) 

Renewed  resolutions  every  day. 

Resolutions,  new  resolutions,  renewed 
determinations  to  be  better  are  not  only 
desirable  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  but 
every  day.  Active  members  of  the  Church 
renew  their  covenants  with  great  fre- 
quency. Those  who  live  most  strictly 
in  accordance  with  the  teachings  and 
■example  of  Him  who  has  walked  in  that 
perfect  Avay,  resolve  anew  in  daily 
prayers,  in  weekly  Sacrament  meetings, 
and  otherwise,  to  improve  their  own  lives 
and  be  more  helpful  to  others.  Appeals 
are  made  daily  by  the  faithful  for  strength 
and  ability  to  resist  temptation.  Jesus 
Himself  said,  "  Watch  and  pray,  that  ye 
enter  not  into  temptation."  (Matthew 
26  :  41.)  "  Pray  without  ceasing,"  the 
Bible  tells  us.     (L  Thess.  5    :  17.) 

Pray  without  ceasing. 

The  Lord  Himself  says,  "  Pray  always, 
and  I  will  pour  out  my  Spirit  upon  you, 
and  great  shall  be  your  blessing." 
(Doctrine  and  Covenants  19  :  38.)  Let 
us  seek  the  Lord  while  He  may  be  found. 
Let  us  call  upon  Him,  and  let  us  call 
earnestlv,  while  He  is  near.  (Isaiah 
55    :  6.) 

Perhaps  the  most  important  part  of 
worship  is  partaking  worthily  of  the 
Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  It  is 
a  witness  again  and  again  that  we  are 
willing  to  take  upon  us  the  name  of  the 
Son,  and  always  remember  Him,  and  keep 
His  commandments  that  we  may  always 
have  His  Spirit  to  be  with  us. 


Sorrow  for  wrong  =  doing. 

It  is  in  connection  with  these  moments 
of  reflection  and  worship,  and  in  connec- 
tion with  renewed  resolutions  that  we  feel 
sorry  for  unkind  words  spoken,  for  un- 
just deals  concluded,  for  anything  and 
everything  we  have  done  that  was 
thoughtless,  unfair  or  unkind. 

Let  us,  each  and  all,  at  the  beginning 
of  the  New  Year,  make  a  thorough  self- 
examination.  Let  us  judge  ourselves  by 
the  Gospel  standards  which  have  been  set 
up  and  see  how  clearly  our  lives  and  con- 
duct conform  to  them.  Let  us  repent 
of  our  weaknesses  and  shortcomings  and 
resolve  for  the  future  that,  in  all  things, 
we  shall  do  our  very  best.  Let  us  even 
go  farther  and  make  daily  these  renewed 
resolutions.  It  is  this  unceasing  struggle 
in  every  day  which  helps  us  to  grow 
strong   and   powerful   and   good. 

Let  our  prayer  throughout  the  year  be 
that  we  and  the  whole  world  come  nearer 
and  nearer  to  living  in  accordance  with 
the  perfect  teachings,  the  perfect  example 
of  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ. 
Richard  R.   Lyman. 

Amy   Brown   Lyman. 

□   □  ' 

MORMON  DEVELOPMENT 
THROUGH  PRAYER. 

By   Don  Mack   Dalton 

(Former  President,   South  African 

Mission). 

Radio   Address,    Sundav,    6th    December, 
1936,  KSL,  9'.30  p.m. 

My  father  had  been  sick  for  three 
years.  He  did  all  he  could  as  a  sick 

man  to  make  my  younger  brother  Ardath 
and  me  happy.  We  were  nine  and  eleven 
years  of  age  and  looked  forward  to  much 
joy  with  our  father.  He  helped  us  pur- 
chase two  donkeys,  old  Bob  and  Jack,  for 
saddle  ponies,  because  we  could  not  afford 
horses. 

W^hile  he  lay  on  his  sick  bed  he  made 
us  donkey  bridles  and  harnesses.  We 

tried  to  get  him  out  in  the  open  and  took 
him  for  donkey  buggy  rides  as  often  as 
he  was  able  to  go.  But  we  saw  him 
get  worse.  We  always  prayed  that  he 
might  live.  \\'^e  learned  from  the  Bible 
in  Sunday  School  that  we  could  ask  of 
God  and  receive ;  that  we  could  seek  and 
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find  and  all  things  whatsoever  we  should 
ask  of  the  Father  in  prayer,  believing,  we 
could  receive.  I  believed  this  so  long 
as  father  was  with  us,  but  on  31st 
August,  1906,  about  ten  o'clock  p.m.,  the 
family  were  all  in  father's  sick  room 
singing  "  Oh  My  Father  "  when  a  sud- 
den  change   came   to   him. 

We  all  sensed  death,  but  1  knew  a 
place  to  go  and  Someone  to  ask  for  help. 
Surely  He  would  keep  a  little  boy's  father 
alive  if  he  asked  Him.  Silently  I  slipped 
into  my  little  dark  bedroom  and  in  child 
like  faith  and  believing  I  knelt  by  my  bed 
and  asked  (iod  the  Father  to  spare  the 
life  of  mv  father  who  was  needed  so 
much.  This  was  repeated  again  later 
that    evening    without    results.  Again 

upon  coming  from  the  little  bedroom  a 
third  lime  after  asking  God  to  please 
m;ik('  father  well  so  he  could  continue  to 
m;ike  us  iiapp\',  I  saw  Him  take  m\- 
father  awa\-.  1  was  amazed  and  aston- 
ished and  bewilderingly  surprised,  be- 
cause I  was  sure  God  would  do  what  he 
said  he  would  tlo,  but  He  had  failed  me. 
There  and  then  1  A\as  through  with  God, 
because  he  hurt  me  so  badlv  b\'  taking 
father  from  us  and  because  he  dis- 
appointed me  so  much  in  not  answering 
my  praters. 

Faith  Rekindled. 

Later  in  mv  life  faith  was  rekindled 
in  m}-  heart  by  mv  little  sweet  mother. 
I  too  had  read  some  words,  "  Thy  will 
be  done." 

However,  I  determined  to  find  out  what 
was  wrong  and  why  my  child  prayers  had 
gt)ne  un:inswcred,  when  I  wholly  trusted 
and  believed  and  had  so  earnestly  prayed. 
In  this  conquest  I  have  found  many  com- 
forting things  and  now  believe  the  Lord's 
will  is  right  even  though  it  cost  me  the 
life  of  m\-  father. 

Now  to  my  findings  on  the  matter  : 

The  following  passages  of  scripture 
from  the  Bible  are  indicated  as  the  exact 
words   of   the   Saviour : 

Mark  11  :  24.— "  Therefore  I  say  unto 
you,  What  things  soever  ye  desire,  when 
ye  pray,  believe  that  ye  receive  them,  and 
ye  shall  have  them." 

Matthew  7  :  7.—"  Ask  and  it  shall  be 
given  you  ;  seek,  and  ye  shall  find  ;  knock 
and  it  shall  be  opened  unto  you." 


Matthew  21  :  22.—"  And  all  things, 
whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  in  pra\er,  believ- 
ing, }e  shall  receive." 

John  14  :  13. — •"  Ami  whatsoever  ye 
shall  ask  in  my  name,  that  will  I  do,  that 
the   hather  may  be  glorilicd  in  the  Son." 

Jolni   16    :  23. — "  Verily,  verily,   I  say 
unto   \ou,    W'hatsoever   ye   shall   ask   the 
Father  in  my  name,  he  Avill  give  it  you." 
Man  confounded. 

The  experience  of  the  (jrdinary  man  is 
to  the  effect  that  the  above  passages  do 
not  convey  the  true  impression  nor 
clearly  express  the  full  meaning  of 
Christ's  teachings,  because  he  has  asked 
and  has  not  received,  even  though  he  has 
sincerely  believed  in  these  sweepmj^  and 
copious  declarations.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  all  who  have  prayed  have  not  always 
received  as  they  have  desired.  As  a  con- 
sequence there  is  confusion  and  dis- 
appointment. Men  ha\e  become  con- 
founded antl  disma\'e(I.  There  are 
thousiuids  who  have  become  wholly 
inactive  in  religion  and  still  more  who 
are  entirely  passi\e  and  unconcerned. 
Some  of  the  most  devoted  to  the  Master 
have  become  His  worst  critics.  Others 
ha\e  had  their  faith  dulled  or  lost  it  com- 
pletel}-.  Most  all  of  them,  1  dare  sav, 
ha\e  felt  condemned  in  their  own  hearts, 
like  I  did,  because  they  asked  for  things 
that  were  not  expedient  for  them,  under 
the  pretext  that  they  followed  the 
promises  of  the  p;tssages  just  quoted. 

They  failed  to  trust  the  Lord  after 
])ra\er  as  much  as  before  and  stopped 
pursuit  of  the  answer  to  their  prayers 
when  they  shouki  have  continued.  They 
have  failed  to  realize  that  as  much  good 
can  come  from  a  negative  answer  as  an 
affirmative  one,  if  it  is  the  will  of  the 
Lord.  Howe\er.    there    is    something 

wrong    when    men   are   earnest   and    trust 
and  belie\e  and  become  disappointed. 
Fault  of  Man. 

From  the  Mormon  point  of  view,  these 
scriptures  are  incomplete,  or  else  the  ordi- 
nary man  does  not  always  believe 
sufficiently.  L'nquestionably,  when  the 
Master  uttered  the  truth  on  the  subject 
He  expressed  Himself  distincth-  so  all 
could  be  clearly  impressed.  The  confusion 
is  not  His  fault.        It  must  lie  in  men. 

The   Biblical   passages   quoted   are   the 
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words  ol  tlu'  Master  to  tlu'  pcojilc  of  tin: 
eastern  ((inliiu-iits  as  L;i\t-'ii  us  lliroii^h 
the  Bible.  Xow  1  will  (lunte  to  you  a 
similar  slatcnu'iit  made  I)y  jesus  to  the 
people  of  the  westein  hemisphere  whiU-  he 
ministered  among  them  alter  his  ascen- 
sion from  Clalilee.  This  passaj.i;e  shows 
a  de\'elopment  on  the  idea  of  prayer  which 
has  come  to  those  who  believe  in  the 
words  of  Jesus  uttered  to  the  first  Ameri- 
cans. It  clears  the  meaning-  of  the 
Biblical  quotations  about  asking  and  re- 
ceiving and  beautifully  makes  plain  to 
the  world  the  true  meaning  which  Chiist 
desired  the  people  of  the  world  to 
receive,  even  those  of  New  Testament 
days.  This  passage  is  pure  and  clear 
and  so  stated  that  one  who  asks  cannot 
lose  trust  in  the  Lord.  It  teaches  the 
Mormon  people  to  be  judicious  about  their 
pravers  and  has  helped  them  to  develop 
bv  praying  for  that  "  which  is  right  "  as 
they  see  the  rig^ht.  I  will  now  quote  the 
passage  found  in  the  Book  of  Mormon, 
Third  Nephi,  18th  chapter  and  twent} - 
second  verse  : 

"  And  whatsoever  }e  shall  ask  the 
Father  in  My  name,  which  is  right,  be- 
lieving that  ye  shall  receive,  behold  it 
shall  be  given  unto  you."  Please  note 
these   words,    "  WHICH    IS    RIGHT.^' 

I  will  read  the  verse  again.  Book  of 
Mormon,  Third  Nephi,  18th  chapter,  22nd 
verse  : 

"  And  whatsoever  ve  shall  ask  the 
Father  in  My  name,  WHICH  IS  RIGHT, 
believing  that  ye  shall  receive,  behold  it 
shall  be  given  }-ou."  This  passage  con- 
veys the  true  meaning  of  the  scriptures 
quoted  and  helps  one  to  pra\'  to  (Jod  with 
an  understanding  heart  and  a  right  atti- 
tude of  mind.  It  aids  one  to  sense  the 
humble  Christ  spirit  w-ien  He  said, 
"  Father,  Thv  will  be  done."  It  direrts 
one  to  prav  for  that  "  wh'(-h  is  right." 
Taught  True  Order. 

In  their  temples  the  Mormon  people 
are  taught  the  true  order  of  prayer  and 
to   importune   the   Lord   often.  In   this 

true  order  of  prayer  they  must  free  their 
hearts  from  ill  will.  They  must  be  of 
good  moral  character  and  must  be  found 
by  their  Bishops  to  be  worthy  a  recom- 
mend to  the  temple  and  to  be  found  keep- 
ing   the    commandments    of    God,    before 


llu'\-  can  enter  the  true  ordi-r  of  prayer. 

'I  lu\  are  taught  that  no  man  sIkhiIcI  re- 
frain from  addressing  the  Lord  and  to 
gi\e  Him  reverence,  thankfulness,  praise 
and  acknowledg^e  His  great  power, 
abiding  presence  and  sweet  influence  all 
through  the  name  of  His  Son,  Jesus 
Christ.  Tliey     are     taught     that     our 

h'ather  in  Hea\en  is  a  ix-al,  perfectetl,  in- 
di\idual  person  and  that  they  can 
approach  His  royal  throne  of  grace  wit!i 
the  simp'est  or  most  intricate  of 
problems,  but  should  not  ask  Him  to  do 
something  that  they  can  do  for  them- 
selves. rhe\  believe  in  praving  in  the 
manner  and  spirit  of  the  Lord's  prater, 
for  He  said  "  After  this  m;;nner  pray  yc." 

The  Mormon  people  believe  that  all 
prayers  are  answered,  yes  or  no,  presentlv 
or  in  the  future,  very  much  like  a  parent 
answering  the  request  of  a  child.  He 
may  or  may  not  do  as  the  child  desires 
but  does  not  refuse  an  answ  er.  The  child 
may  not  realize  the  meaning  of  the  answer 
whatever  it  may  be,  but  a  trusting  child 
will  accept  the  answer  of  a  parent  as 
final  and  be  contented.  It  would  be  a 
great  blessing  if  men  could  keep  in  mind 
that  they  are  children  of  the  Father  of  all 
li\'ing. 

They  are  taught  that  a  man  is  selfish 
indeed  who  has  the  "  give  me  "  spirit 
and  who  speaks  to  the  Lord  onlv  when 
he  wants  something.  That  thev  should 
approach  the  Lord  with  an  unselfish  heart 
and  with  the  conviction  that  He  knows 
best  and  what  is  for  their  good.  They 
are  taught  to  pray  for  that  which  they 
can  expect  and  that  the  circumstances  and 
conditions  of  their  requests  of  the  Lord 
must  be  such  that  an\-  reasonable  per.son 
can  expect  an  answer  favourable  to  them. 
They  are  taught  to  take  stock  of  what 
they  have  before  asking  the  Lord  for  anv- 
thing,  because  they  ma\-  be  found  in  the 
double  position  of  asking  for  that  which 
they  alread\-  have. 

Practical  Prayers. 

Furthermore,  the  Mormon  people  are 
taught  to  pray  for  that  which  is  expedi- 
ent, suitable  and  practicable  and  if  they 
ask  anvthing  that  it  is  not  expedient  for 
them,  it  shall  turn  unto  their  condemna- 
tion. I  quote  from  the  word  of  the 
Lord  through  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith, 
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recuidcd  in  llie  Duclriiic  niid  C"o\  cnaiils, 
a  book  t)l"  latter  clay  revelations,  section 
SS,  verses  64  and  65:  "  Whatsoever  ye 
ask  tile  l<"ather  in  My  name  it  shall  be 
yixen  unto  you,  that  is  expedient  for  you. 
And  it"  ye  ask  anything"  that  is  not  ex- 
pedient for  you,  it  shall  turn  unto  )(jur 
eondenination."  The  vein  of  thought  in 
this  s(M-ipturi'  is  \ery  similar  to  that  read 
from  the  Bible,  but  the  expression  : 
"  That  is  expedient  for  }ou  "  clarifies  the 
thought  and  impresses  one  with  the  true 
meaning.  It  fixes  in  one's  mind  what 
he  should  ask  for  and  what  not  to  ask  for. 
Hence,  he  could  not  become  confused, 
nor  disappointed,  nor  criticize  the  work 
of  Jesus  Christ.  This  scripture  with  that 
from  the  Book  of  Mormon  simplifies  the 
meaning  of  that  quoted  from  the  Bible, 
and  justifies  and  supports  it.  It  enlarges 
and  develops  the  idea  of  prayer  and  helps 
c;ne  to  comprehend  prayer  and  to  develop 
in  his  heart  the  true  spirit  of  prayer. 
Such  teachings  supervise  prater  in  the 
souls  of  men  and  warn  them  of  the  im- 
proper use  of  prayer. 

A  leading  physician  in  Salt  Lake  City, 
who  is  head  of  one  of  the  important  medi- 
vd\  institutions  here  and  of  the  Jewish 
faith,  very  recently  spoke  at  a  funeral  of 
a  Mormon  woman  who  was  employed  at 
the  institution  over  which  he  presides. 
In  his  remarks  this  learned  man  of 
scientific  training"  told  of  his  observations 
about  Mormon  prayer,  which  he  said  he 
had  never  obser\ed  in  t)ther  people.  He 
stated  in  substance  that  he  has  repeatedly 
seen  Mormon  Elders  come  to  the  sick  bed 
of  his  patients  and  administer  to  and  pray 
for  them  who  believe  in  administration 
and  pra\er.  He  stated  that  they  bring 
lo\e,  hope  and  encouragement  to  the 
patients  and  that  those  who  receive  their 
prayers  and  blessings  ha\e  a  spirit  with 
them  whifh  others  do  not  ha\e  and  which 
he  is  unable  to  account  for,  unless  it 
comes  from  the  Power  to  which  the\' 
appeal. 

That  in  countless  instances  he  has  seen 
pain  eased  and  people  healed  from  their 
beds  of  sickness  through  these  adminis- 
trations and  prayers.  That  at  times 
when  he,  with  others  of  his  profession, 
have  given  up  hope  for  the  recovery  of 
certain  patients   so  far  as   medical  learn- 


ing is  concerned  and  full)  expected  them 
to  die,  the  Mormon  I'llders  have  adminis- 
tered to  and  praxed  for  them  and  they 
have  recovered.  To  him,  he  stated,  "  it 
is  miraculous."  He  further  stated  that 
the  more  he  sees  of  (he  results  of  Mor- 
nion  pra\er  the  more  he  believes  in  it  and 
welcomes   it. 

Quotes  Scripture. 

In  cc^nnection  with  the  observation  of 
liiis  prominent  physician,  I  quote  to  you 
the  following  scriptures  which  explain 
w  hy  the  Latter-day  .Saints  ha\e  developed 
through  prayer  so  that  they  enjoy  as  many 
great  religious  experiences  as  did  the 
Former  Day  Saints.  I  quote  James  5th 
chapter,  14th  and  15th  verses:  "  Is  any 
sick  among  you?  Let  him  call  for  the 
Elders  of  the  Church  ;  and  let  them  pray 
over  him,  annointing  him  with  oil  in  the 
name  of  I  lie  Lord  :  And  the  prayer  of  faitji 
shall  sa\e  the  sick,  and  the  Lord  shall 
raise  him  up;  and  if  he  have  committed 
sins,  the\-  shall  be  forgiven  him." 

Doctrine  and  Covenants,  Section  42; 
\erses  43  and  44.  "  .\nd  whosoever 
among  you  are  sick,  and  have  not  faith 
to  be  healed,  but  believe,  sJiall  be 
nourished  with  all  tenderness,  with  herbs 
and  mild  Food,  and  that  not  by  the  hand 
of  an  enemy.  And  the  Elders  of  the 
Church,  two  or  more,  shall  be  called, 
and  sh;dl  praxcr  for  :\ni\  la\-  their  hands 
upon  tliem  in  M_\-  name;  and  if  thev  die 
tlu\-  shall  die  unto  Me,  and  if  the}'  li\e 
they  shall  li\e  unto  Me." 

Now  it  can  be  taken  from  what  has 
been  said  that  a  good  formula  to  follow 
to  receix  e  a  desired  answer  to  praver  is  : 
To  ask  the  h'ather  in  the  name  of  His 
Son  Jesus  Clirist  for  that  "  Which  is 
Right  "  and  is  expedient  aiid  for  the  one 
praying  to  keep  the  commandments  of 
the  Lord  and  do  those  things  that  please 
Him.  I-'iist  John  (hapter  3,  verse  22, 
puts  it  \ery  clearly,  "  .\nd  whatsoever  we 
ask,  wi'  recei\e  of  Him,  because  we  keep 
His  commandments,  and  do  those  things 
that  are  pleasing  in  His  sight." 

Test  of  Religion. 

It    has   been    said    that    "  the   test   of   a 
religion   lies   in   the  effect  on   the  lives  of 
the  people  who  practise  it."       The  Mor- 
mon people  are  willing  to  have  those  who 
(Continued  on  page  13.) 
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Convention  time  is  here  ;.  again  ! 
Wednesday  afternoon,  30th  December, 
found  "  Ramah's  "  halls  echoing-  with 
hearty  welcomes,  greetings  and  good 
cheer — for  it  was  arrival  day.  One  whole 
year  has  passed  since  we  were  all 
together.  How  wonderful  the  olcl  faces 
look  and  how  gt)od  to  meet  the  new. 

Johannesburg  in  the  Transvaal  is  really 
going  to  be  made  "  Mormon  Con- 
scious"— what — with  President  and  Sister 
Backman  and  twenty-six  stalwart 
missionai'ics,   how  could   it  be  otherwise? 

The  last  day  of  the  OU]  Tear  was 
spent  in   an   Expression   Meeting.  In- 

dividual testimonies  and  expressions  were 
heard    from    everyone.  The    meetings 

were  all  vt"r\'  well  organized.  The  prin- 
cipal theme  of  the  entire  con\ention  was 
"  The    Missionar\'."  Problems   of   tbj 

past  year  and  those  likely  to  arise  in  .h  ■ 
future  were  carefully  considered. 

Because  "  The  Missionar\-  anj.1  his 
Work  "  were  thoroughly  discussed,  get- 
ing  actually  down  to  rock-bottom,  it  can 
truthfully  be  said  that  it  has  been  one  of 
the  finest  and  most  successful  conven- 
tions ever  held.  The  sessions  were  all 
very  instructive  as  well  as  interesting. 

The  convention  programme  included 
two  noon-day  meetings  in  llie  Cit\'  Hall. 
\'arious  phases  of  "  M(.)nnonisni  "  were 
gi\en  a.ntl  the  Missionar\-  Chorus  ren- 
dered se\eral  musical  numbers. 

Believing  in  physical  development  as 
well  as  spiritual,  the  entire  convention 
was  interwoven  with  recreation  and  good 
times. 

A  sight-seeing  tour  to  Pretoria,  where 
the  Union  Buildings  are  located,  was 
most  enjoyable.  Also,  we  were  privileged 
to  tour  the  underground  passages  of  the 
Robinson  Deep  Mine,  the  deepest  gnM 
mine  in  the  world. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  convention 
was  the  visit  to  the  Empire  Exhibition, 
Johannesburg's  Golden  Jamboree.  It 
was  really  an  education,  comparing  quite 
favourably,  on  a  smaller  scale,  with  the 
World's  Fair  in  Chicago.     The  "  Golden 


Cit)  "  is  to  be  highly  complimented  on 
her   achievements. 

The  baseball  match  between  the 
Missionaries  from  the  Cape  and  those 
from  the  Transvaal  brought  some  unex- 
pected thrills.  The  game  was  open  to 
the  public  and  held  a  gripping  clutch  of 
interest  to  the  very  vni\,  with  the  Cape 
winning  with  a  12  to  9  score. 

The  evening  was  celebrated  in  Johan- 
nesburg's exclusive  hotel,  The  Carlton, 
where  our  annual  banquet  was  held.  The 
banquet  and  programme  were  enjoyably 
different  with  the  ever-ready  responses, 
clever  as  they  were,  at  the  command  of 
Toastmaster,  President  LeGrand  P. 
Backman. 

Another  interesting  baseball  match  was 
pla\ed  between  a  combined  Missionary 
team  and  the  Trans\  aal.  A  record  crowd 
occupied  the  stands,  excitedly  ("heering 
throughout    the    game.  Although    we 

were  defeated,  10  runs  lo  our  1,  our  true 
sportsmanship  behaviour  won   the  crowd. 

The  outstanding  feature  of  the  coinen- 
tion  was  on  Sunday  night,  10th  January. 
It  was  the  presentation  of  the  religious 
pageant  ,"The  Light  of  Truth"  by  Presi- 
dent LeCiiand  P.  Backman,  and  under  the 
direction  of  Elder  Ra\-  E.  Marsh.  With 
a  missionary  chorus  and  pageant  charac- 
ters, including  sacred  tableaus  in  costume 
and  colour,  the  produt-tion  was  beautifullv 
and   impressively  given.  The  hall  was 

completely  filled  with  some  250  people. 

Monda}-,  11th  Januar\-,  there  was  a 
tinge  of  sa.dness  in  the  air.  It  was  time 
to  bid  "  farewell."  With  hearts  down- 
cast at  parting,  but  heads  high  antl  proud 
with  Gospel  Light,  each  left  for  his  field 
of  endeavour. 

The    Transvaal    has    reall\-    been    made 

Morman  Conscious."  In  the  columns 
of    all    the    newspapers    ran    accounts    of 

Mormon  "  activities,  both  splendid  and 
fa.vourable. 

In  one  edition  of  ''  The  Johannesburg 
•Star  "  a  group  picture  of  all  the 
Missionaries  and  a  summary  of  their  work 
appeared.  Other  papers  publicising  our 
events  such  as  basisball,  City  Hall  meet- 
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int^s,  Missionary  Chorus,  C'oiufiition 
iiK'ctiiiys,  the  I'aj^cant,  etc.,  arc  "  The 
Raiul  Daily  Mail,"  "The  Siinda)-  Times," 
and  "    Ihc  Sunday  Kxprcss." 

'\'\n-  I'lldcrs  reniainin^-  in  ihr  'l"rans\aai 
District  arc  hddcrs  Had^cr,  Kcncr,  Cliild, 
Rc\nolds,  Irons,  Hradshaw,  Duncan, 
Freeman,  Allen  and  Jensen;  in  the  Natal 
District  are  I<:idcrs  Millburn,  Smith, 
Palmer  and  Ellsworth  ;  in  the  East  Lon- 
don District,  Elders  Clark  and  Taylor ; 
Port  Elizabeth  District,  Elders  Benson 
and  Meserv}' ;  and  in  the  Cape  District, 
holder  Parkinson,  Mission  Secretary,  and 
Elders  Marsh,  Sorenson,  Durham,  Day- 
nes,    Shumway,    Wilcox    and   Alldredg-e. 

The  Lord  has  indeed  been  good  to  us. 
In  our  times  of  need  He  has  dwelled  with 
us ;  in  plenty,  He  has  left  His  guiding- 
Spirit.  Our  Year  Book  of  1936  discloses 
a  Banner  'S'ear  W)lume  devoted  to  Lo\  e 
and  Service.  Its  leaves  of  success  ha\e 
lrul\-  been  turned  with  an  eye  single  to 
the    Glory    of   God. 

We  all  go  to  our  various  districts  with 
renewed  pep  and  enthusiasm,  stronger 
testimonies  of  the  gospel,  and  with  a  new 
determination  to  carry  the  Message  of 
Truth  to  all. 

And  our  aim  for  1937  is  "  A  Bigger  and 
Better    Banner    Year    Than    Ever!  " 

R.  F.  M. 

E?     □ 

THE  SERMON  ON  THE  MOUNT. 

D  CSC  ret  News. 

The  Sermon  on  the  Mount  embodies  in 
a  large  and  general  way  the  spirit,  the 
purpose,  the  eternal  part  of  the  teaching 
of  Jesus.        Matthew   tells   us   that  Jesus 

went  up  into  a  mountain,  and  when  he 
was  set,  his  disciples  came  unto  him,  and 
he  opened  his  mouth  and  taught  them." 
So  far  as  we  know,  Jesus  did  not  deliver 
long  public  addres.ses  as  did  the  orators 
of  Greece  and  Rome.  He  was  a  teller 
of  parables,  a,n  utterer  of  aphorisms, 
springing  out  of  this  connection  or  that. 
The.se  parables  usually  stand  alone,  each 
embodying  some  great  principle  or  idea, 
lifting  the  spirit  on  the  wings  of  some 
wondrous  aspiration. 

But  there  is  a  tradition  that  Jesus  had 
on  some  certain  occasion,  delivered  Him- 
self more  at  length  than  He  was  accus- 
tomed to  do  concerning  some  of  the  great 


ideas  of  his  kingdom,  and  the  Sermon  on 
the  Mount  ma)  iiavc  been  the  occasion. 
Or,  on  the  other  hand,  Matthew  may  liave 
gathered  these  sayings  and  grouped  ihcm 
in  such  a  way  that  they  seem  naturally 
to  belong  together. 

The  first  topic  in  the  Sermon  is  the 
wonderful  Beatitutles.  It  is  a  problem 
that  criticism  is  not  able  to  solve  as  to 
whether  all  of  these  are  in  the  precise 
words   that  Jesus   spoke.  Luke   in   his 

sixth  chapter,  gives  us,  "  Blessed  are  ye 
poor  "  instead  of  "  Blessed  are  the  poor 
in  spirit,"  "  Blessed  are  ye  that  hun- 
ger '  'instead  of  "  Blessed  are  they  that 
do  hunger  and  thirst  after  righteous- 
ness." The  words  as  they  are  in 
Mathew,  are  infinitely  above  and  beyond 
those  recorded  in  Luke,  so  we  like  to 
think  that  these  are  the  words  that 
Jesus  actually  spoke.  "  Blessed  are  the 
pure  in  heart,  as  being  the  only  ones  that 
shall  see  God — nothing  higher,  finer  than 
this  has  ever  been  uttered  in  the  litera- 
ture of  the  world.  "  Blessed  are  the 
peacemakers,  blessed  are  those  perse- 
cuted' for    righteousness'    sake." 

Then  his  disciples,  those  that  are  true 
and  noble,  are  the  salt,  the  preserving 
power,  in  the  earth.  They  are  lamps, 
lighted  and  not  hidden  so  that  they  can 
give  light  to  all  within  the  reach  of  their 
beams.  In  other  words,  Jesus  teaches  us 
that  it  is  our  duty,  if  we  have  any  light 
or  help  for  men,  not  to  enjoy  it  exclusi\  ely 
as  a  personal  possession,  but  to  hold  it 
for  the  benefit  of  the  world. 

The  next  point  is  where  Jesus  speaks 
of  the  law  as  a  iinalit}',  or  rather  as  a 
permanent  thing  to  be  fulfilled,  not 
something  which  is  to  pass  awa}-.  But 
here  again,  at  the  end,  though  He  seems 
to  recognize  the  ritual  as  a  permanent 
element  in  the  religious  life,  the  spirit 
in  Him  flames  out  and  above  all  the 
thought  of  His  age;  for  He  says,  "Un- 
less your  righteousness  is  more  than  even 
the  righteousness  of  the  Scribes  antl 
Pharisees,  there  can  be  no  place  for  you 
in  the  coming  kingdom." 

The  next  point  is  where  He  speaks  of 
the  law  of  retaliation,  and  brings  out  the 
doctrine  that  we  are  to  resist  evil  with 
good.  Here  again,  this  central  spirit 
of  Jesus  goes  out  in  such  a  wondrous  dis- 
play of  spirit  and  life  as  we  find  from  the 
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lips  ol  lit)  olliLT  tc;i(Iicr  thai  ever  lived  : 
"  Lcn  e  )()ur  enemies,  do  good  to  tliem 
that  c-ui'se  \oli."  Love — the  solution  ol 
all  llie  problems  ol  the  world.  For  in 
this  way,  .'ind  in  this  way  only,  do  we 
become  perfect,  as  the  Father  in  heaven 
is  perfect. 

"  Do  not  do  your  alms  to  be  seen  of 
men  " — inwardness  again,  the  quality  of 
the  heart  and  the  spirit  as  the  one  great 
thing  ;    the    Father   knows.  The   same 

principle  precisely  in  regard  to  prayer. 
"  Do  not  pray  to  be  seen  and  heard  of 
men,"  go  apart,  the  child-spirit  with  the 
Father-spirit,  and  commune  with  Him. 
Then  comes  the  doctrine  of  forgiveness. 
If  we  forgive  men  God  will  forgive  us. 
This  does  not  mean  that  God  retaliates, 
that  He  sets  up  standards.  The  passage 
is  one  of  those  profound  utterances  of 
essential  and  eternal  truth.  God  cannot 
forgive  and  help  men  except  as  they  let 
Him  make  them  in  a  measure  like  Him- 
self. 

There  is  a  large  part  of  the  Sermon 
on  the  Mount  that  men,  even  while  prais- 
ing it  and  calling  it  divine,  have  not  tried 
to  obey.  And  }et  there  is  m  it  a  spirit, 
a  life,  which  has  given  it  a  firm  held 
on  the  vxorld.  We  believe  that  as  }ears 
go  b}-,  this  hold  will  not  loosen,  but  will 
rather  become  firmer  and  firmer.  It  is 
the  religion  of  Jesus,  not  necessarilv  the 
present  Christianity  of  the  world,  which  is 
to  dominate  the  highest  and  linest  life  of 
the  future. 

As  we  gain  glimpses  of  the  sublime 
spiritual  truths  spoken  b}-  Jesus  we 
should  consecrate  oursehes  to  them  that 
tile}-  may  shape  and  lift  and  bless  us  and 
tiiat  through  us  countless  others  may  be 
blessed. 


Richaixl  R.  L\nKin  informs  us  of  the  dealh 
of  President  Alonvco  A.  Hinckley,  of  the 
Council  of  the  Twelve.  President  L}man 
goes  on  to  say  :  "  Alonzo  A.  Hinckley  was 
a  noble  man,  a  humble,  modest,  but 
faithful,  strong,  'constructive,  stabalizing 
and  progressive  Church  official  and  leader 
all  his  days.  I  think  there  is  no  hum;in 
being  who  knew  him  that  does  not  lo\e 
and  admire  him." 


THE  CHURCH  IN  THE  WORLD. 

.Stalislics  compiled  recenll}  b\  Flder 
Albert  H.  Reiser,  (iiiieral  Secretary  of 
the  Deseret  Sunday  School  L'nion,  reveal 
that  out  of  e\er}-  lUO  \()ung-  Latter-day 
Saint  men  and  women  of  c<jllege  age,  22 
to  25  attend  college.  Of  3,677  students 
registered  at  the  L'niversity  of  Utah, 
2,026  are  Latter-day  Saints.  It  is  inter- 
esting to  note  that  literac\  amongf  the 
Latter-day  Saints  is  over  99.7  per  cent. 
Also  60  in  every  1,000  members  of  the 
Church  attend  high  schools  annually — 
more  than  three  times  the  average  for  the 
L^nited  States. 

Mormonism  is  again  being  taught  at 
the  University  of  Southern  California 
(10,000  enrolment)  during  the  1936-37 
school   year.  Elder   Byron    Done   will 

succeed  Apostle  John  A.  \\'idtsoe,  who 
inaugurated  the  classes  last  year  at  the 
invitation    of    the    school    officials. 

An  ultra  modern  surgical  division  will 
soon  be  added  to  the  L.D.S.  Hospital  in 
Salt  Lake  City  at  the  cost  of  ;<;i5,000. 
The  very  latest  medical  equipment  will  be 
purchased  for  the  new  department. 

Students  at  the  Brigham  \'oung  Uni- 
versity are  this  }ear  enjoying  the  use  of 
1,500  books  from  the  library  of  the  late 
Elder  James  E.  Talmage,  of  the  Council 
of    the    Twehe    Apostles.  The    books 

were  gi\en  to  the  Universitx  last  summer 
by    Elder   Talmage's   family. 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Utah  since 
1932,  Elder  Henry  H.  Blood  was  re- 
elected to  ser\e  another  four  year  term  as 
chief  executive  of  the  State  at  the  recent 
general  election.  Governor  Blood  is  also 
president  of  the  North  Da\is  Stake  of 
the  Church. 

Preserving  the  memor\-  of  the  first 
theatre  to  be  built  west  of  the  Missouri 
River,  an  exact  replica  of  Salt  Lake  City's 
old  Social  Hall  will  soon  be  built  as  an 
assembly  hall  for  the  Church  Mission 
home. 

-Appointment  of  Elder  Joseph  Quinney, 
jr.,  as  president  of  the  Logan  Temple  to 
succeed  the  late  Elder  William  A.  Noble 
was  announced  bv  the  First  Presidency. 

An      airmail      letter      from      President 

t' Continued  at  foot  of  previous  column.) 
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(Coutiiiiifil   Iroin   \in<iv  7.) 

know  tlifm  bcsl  jutlgc  oi'  (heir  religion 
and  the  elTect  it  has  on  tlieir  li\es.  They 
are  definite  and  certain  about  their  re- 
ligion. They  can  see  that  the  further 
light  and  knowledge  they  have  received 
on  prayer,  gives  them  the  ability  to 
understand  why  splendid  men  and  women, 
both  in  and  outside  their  church,  become 
dissatisfied  with  religion  and  become 
passive,  inactive  and  unconcerned,  re- 
garding church  matters. 

The  Mormon  people  are  proud  of  the 
rapid  development  of  this  great  organi;ca- 
tion,  but  the  world  should  know  that  it 
is  through  prayer  for  that  "  WHICH  IS 
RIGHT  "  that  this  development  of  the 
Latter-day  Saints  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  has  come  about. 
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Mission   News 

CAPE  DISTRICT. 

Elder    Ray    F.     Marsh,     District     President, 

"  Cumorah,"   Main  Road,   Mowbray. 

Elders     Julian     R.      Durham,      Wm.      Alton 

Sorenson,     Lincoln     A.     Daynes,     James     C. 

Shumway,    Dale    A.    Wilcox    and    0.    Claron 

Alldredge. 

Meetings  held  at  above  address,  Sundays, 
10.30  a.m.  and  7.0  p.m.  ;  Mutual,  Tuesdays, 
7.45  p.m.  ;  Relief  Society  and  Priesthood 
Meeting,   Thursdays,    7.45   p.m. 

Brother  R.  K.  F.  Dollar  and  his  sons, 
Vincent  and  Earnest,  from  Port  Eliza- 
beth, were  visitors  at  "  Cumorah,"  16th 
December.  We  enjoyed  their  stay  very 
much. 

On  the  18th  December,  President 
LeGrand  P.  Backman  passed  another 
milestone  in  his  eventful  life.  Under  his 
able  direction  the  mission  has  shown  re- 
markable progress,  and  may  the  remain- 
der of  his  pathwav  through  life  be  lined 
with  enduring  happiness. 

Elder  Harlan  W.  Clark  was  the  re- 
cipient of  birthday  greetings  on  tlie  20tli 
of  December.  Ma\-  good  health  and  suc- 
cess crown  his  righteous  endeaxours. 

Cumorah  "  again  proved  her 
superiority  on  the  diamond  when  she 
decisively  defeated  Liesbeek  Park  26  to 
6.  The  game  was  featured  by  a  barrage 
of  home  runs  from  the  Cumorah  side. 

The  Sunday  School  Branches  of  the 
Cape  District  held  very  fitting  Christmas 


ser\  ices  Sunda\-  morning,  20th  Decem- 
ber. Splendid  programmes  were  enjoyed 
as  well  as  the  visit  of  Father  Christmas 
who  had  a  gift  for  all. 

At  a  special  Sacrament  Service,  20th 
December,  the  Cumorah  Chorus  rendered 
two  anthems,  and  Mrs.  James  Buchanan 
was  the  guest  soloist. 

Zion  is  growing !  Christmas  Eve 
found  Brother  and  Sister  Alvin  Park  the 
proud  parents  of  a  bouncing  baby  girl. 
Mother  and  wee  daughter  are  in  excellent 
health.        Congratulations  and  good  luck. 

Christmas  was  fittingly  observed  at  an 
eleven  o'clock  service  at  "  Cumorah." 
Brother  Walter  X.  Park  was  the  princi- 
pal speaker  and  the  missionary  chorus 
sang    several    selections. 

With  President  and  Sister  Backman 
and     the     }oungsters,     and     the     Elders 

home  "  at  "  Cumorah,"  a  joyful  Vulc- 
tide  was  spent  together.  An  informal 
programme  was  enjoyed  Christmas  Eve 
along  with  fitting  festivities  on  Christ- 
mas Day. 

On  Sunday,  27th  December,  Brother 
William  Scott  Wakeford  was  ordained  an 
elder  by  President  LeCirand  P.  Backman 
and  Brother  Leslie  Rundle  Halse  was 
ordained  an  elder  by  Elder  Ray  F.  Marsh. 
May  our  Heavenly  Father  bless  them  in 
their  advancement   in   the   P'riesthood. 

The  West's,  at  their  new  home  in 
Kenil worth,  entertained  all  at  "Cumorah" 
Monday,  28th  December.  A  delightful 
social  evening  was  enjoyed  very  much. 

President  and  Sister  LeGrand  P.  Back- 
man  and  the  Elders  left  30th  December 
for  Johannesburg  to  attend  the  annual 
convention.  Three  of  the  Elders  from 
the  Cape  were  appointed  District  Presi- 
dents: Elder  Ralph  W.  Millburn,  Dur- 
ban; Elder  Harlan  W.  Clark,  East  Lon- 
ilon  ;  and  Elder  Ross  D.  Benson,  Port 
Elizabeth.  Elder  Harold  Dean  Jensen, 
also  from  the  Cape,  was  assigned  to 
labour  in   the  Trans\nal   District. 

\\'^e  are  indeed  happ\  to  welcome  Elders 
Dee  Rich  Parkinson,  James  Gail  Shum- 
way and  Lincoln  A.  Daynes  to  the  Cape 
District.  Elder  Parkinson  replaces  Elder 
Millburn    as    Mission   Secretarv.  May 

each  find  added  joy  and  happiness  in  his 
new  field  of  labour. 
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Presidt-nt  H.-u-kman  and  VA(.\cr  Ray  F. 
Marsh  returned  to  llie  Cape,  20th  Janu- 
ary, after  visiting  saints  and  friends  in 
Blocmfontein,  Maseru  and  Mohales  Hoek 
in      Basutoland,      and      Kimberley.  At 

Mohale'sHock,  17th  January,  at  a  special 
sacramental  service,  X'erney  Marren 
Halse  was  blessed  b\-  President  Backman, 
and  after  the  ser\  ice,  Norma  Renee  Malso 
was  baptized  by  Elder  Rav  F.  Marsh  and 
confirmed  b\  Brother  C.  B.  vSpear.  May 
our  Heaxenly  Father  "uide  their  foot- 
steps in  righteousness. 


TRANSVAAL   DISTRICT. 

Elder  Howard  C.  Badger,   District  President. 

Elders  Lincoln  W.  Kener,  Robert  R.  Child, 
John  F.  Reynolds,  Jack  H.  Bradshaw, 
Timothy  H.  Irons,  Frank  W.  Duncan,  Victor 
J.  Allen,  Wilford  Lee  Freeman  and  Harold 
Dean   Jensen. 

Meetings  held  at  39o,  Commissioner  Street, 
Sundays  at  10.30  a.m.  and  7. .30  p.m.  ;  M.T.A. 
meeting  held  Tuesday  at  8  p.m.  ;  Relief 
Society  and  Priesthood  meetings  held  on 
Thursday  at  8  p.m.  ;  Primary  on  Wednesday 
at  3  p.m. 

Liahona  Branch ,  20,  Petunia  Street, 
Rosettenville :  Sundays  at  10.30  a.m.  and 
7.30  p.m. 

Waterval  Branch,  c/o  J.  P.  Brummer, 
Waterval  Estate  :  Sundays  at  10.30  a.m.  and 
6.00   p.m. 

Springs      Branch,      "  Castle      Mansions  "  : 

Sundays  at  10.30  a.m.  and  7.30  p.m. 

Pretoria  Branch,  173,  Church  Street,  East, 
Poynton's  Building:  Sunday  at  7.30  p.m. 

Time  tells  many  things  and  brings  to 
pass  many  more.  So  to  express  a  few 
of  these  happenings  that  have  passed  ;  a 
snap  from  the  pages  of  the  Transvaal 
diary  is  told. 

16th  December,  Dingaans  Day,  a  holi- 
day. Elders  Badger  and  Kener  enjoyed 
the  day  at  the  kind  invitation  of  Brother 
and  Sister  O.   Layton  Alldredge. 

18th  December,  Saturday,  and  the  day 
seemed  to  be  same  length  as  other  days, 
yet  it  was  not  long  enough  for  the  base- 
ball game  between  Johannesburg  and  the 
Wembley-Americans.  ;\ftcr  struggling 
back  and  forth  until  the  score  was  eleven 
to  eleven  and  the  sun  had  gone  to  rest  in 
the  west,  the  game  was  called. 


20th  December,  holders  Parkinson, 
Freeman,  Shumway,  Child  and  Badger 
gave  the  Life  of  Christ  in  th^  .Sunday 
meeting.  The  particular  phases  empha- 
sised included  :  His  pr-e-mortal  existence. 
His  teachings  in  the  days  when  He  lived 
among  men,  and  the  Plan  of  SaKation 
introduced  by  the  Master. 

22nd  December,  Father  Christmas 
opened  up  his  bag  of  toys  and  distributed 
to  the  children  of  the  Ramah  and  Liahona 
Sunday      Schools.  Father      Christmas 

Child  brought  joy  and  happiness  to  all  of 
the  young  people  present. 

25th  December,  Father  Christmas,  not 
being  satisfied  in  calling  just  once  at 
Ramah,  called  twice  more,  leaving  besides 
pi-escnts  for  all  of  the  Elders,  some  coal 
to  keep  the  home  fires  burning. 

Brother  and  .Sister  Tex  Smith  took  the 
Elders  to  \'an  Wyk's  Rust  to  spend  a 
pleasant  (la\-.  The  evening  was  spent  in 
the  home  and  kind  hospitality  of  Brother 
Wells    E\ans    and    wife.  Brother    and 

Sister  O.  Layton  Alldredge,  Brother  and 
Sister  N.  G.  Muir  and  Brother  and  Sister 
Hubert  also  assisted  in  making  Christmas 
a  very  happy  day. 

26th  December,  Eddie  Hellyar  and 
part}'  in\  ited  Elders  Badger  and  Irons  to 
(jbserve  Boxing-  Day  in  picnicing  with 
them. 

29th  December,  District  President 
Howard  C.  Badger  having  added  one 
more  year  to  his  life,  was  given  a  party 
by   Sisters   Peggy  and  Grace   Millan. 

Beginning  with  '27th  December,  the 
Elders  started  to  arrive  for  the  annual 
convention,  the  East  London  Elders  being 
the   first   to  arrive.  The   Natal   Elders 

arrived  on  the  29th,  followed  by  the  Port 
Elizabeth  Elders  on  the  morning  of  the 
30th  and  the  group  finally  being  com- 
pleted by  the  arrival  of  President  and 
Sister  Backman  and  the  Cape  Elders  in 
the  afternoon. 

Brother  T.  Y.  Wilson,  Mission  .Super- 
visor of  .Sunda^■  vSchools,  and  Mr.  Hans 
Osborne,  of  Pietermaritzburg,  were  visi- 
tors to  Ramah.  We  were  pleased  to  see 
them. 

We  arc  happy  to  report  that  the  mem- 
bers that  have  been  ill  are  now  well  on 
the  way  to  recovering,  this  includes  Sister 
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Grobbelar,  Sister  Louw  and  her  daug-htcr, 
Cecelia,  Sister  Stark  and  brother  Paul 
Harris. 

Fortunately  for  the  Transvaal  District 
and  due  to  transfers  in  their  employment, 
Brother  James  McWilliams,  of  Bulawayo, 
Brother  Lance  Jubber,  of  ICast  London, 
and  Brother  P.  W.  Danielson,  of  Last 
London,  are  now  in  our  midst.  W'e  give 
them  a  heart)'  welcome  and  (rust  that 
they  will  become  closely  associated  with 
us. 

All  of  the  members  of  the  Transvaal 
express  appreciation  for  the  visit  of  Presi- 
dent and  Sister  Backmrm  and  all  of  the 
Llders  and  feel  that  the  convention  will 
be  a  real  incentive  to  better  work  in  the 
Transvaal  throughout  the  new  year. 

A  verv  successful  District  Conference 
was  held  at  Ramah  on  Sunda}-,  3rd  Janu- 
ary, with  a  splendid  spirit  prevaleit 
throughout  the  day.  The  conference  was 
materiallv  assisted  by  the  presence  of 
President  and  Sister  Backman  and  the 
visiting  Elders. 
Springs  Branch  News : 

Christmas  and  the  New  Year  brought 
joy  to  the  family  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Daniel  C.  Jubber  with  the  arrival  of  a 
Christmas  box  on  Christmas  morning  in 
the  form  of  a  bonny  baby. 

Sister  Cora  Putter,  from  East  London, 
is  a  Springs  visitor. 

We  regret  to  report  that  Brother  Gert 
van  Mollendorff  has  met  with  an  accident 
underground  but  is  well  on  his  way  to  re- 
covery. Mrs.  Douglas  Phillips  is  also 
on  the  sick  list.  We  wish  both  of  these 
fine  folks  a  speedy  recovery. 

President  LeGrand  P.  Backman  accom- 
panied by  Elder  Howard  C.  Badger 
visited  Springs,  on  Thursday,  14th 
January,  and  delivered  an  enjoyable  and 
encouraging  sermon  to  the  members. 

Little  Ronnie  Louw,  baby  son  of 
Branch  President  and  Sister  L  C.  Louw 
is  being  treated  for  infantile  paralysis  in 
the  East  Rand  Hospital.  We  ask  all  to 
unite  in  pravino-  for  his  complete 
recovery. 

Waterval  Branch  News : 

A  splendid  Christmas  party  was  held 
at  the  home  of  Brother  J.  P.  Brummer, 
Waterval  Branch  President,  on  22nd 
December,        An   interesting   programme. 


climaxed  by  distribution  of  presents  by 
Father  Christmas  made  the  event  most 
enjoyable. 

Pretoria   Branch   News : 

In  the  near  future,  Sister  Susie  E. 
Saunders  will  embark  upon  the  seas  of 
matrimony.  Her  engagement  to  Mr.  C. 
\an  Derlinde  was  announced  at  a  party 
given  at   the  home    of   Brother  and  Sister 

F.  E.    Saunders  on  5th    Dr(-ember. 

.'\t  a  baptismal  service  held  at  Ramah 
on  20th  December,  Johannus  Jacobus 
Jacobs  was  baptized  by  Elder  Dee  R. 
Parkinson  and  confirmed  b\-  Elder  James 

G.  Shumwax',  and  I^arnest  Frank  Ninow 
was  baptized  by  Elder  Howard  C. 
Badger  and  sonfirmed  by  Elder  Robert  R. 
Child.  We  welcome  these  brethren  into 
the  Church  with  a  sin(-ere  pra\er  for  their 
continued  acU  ancemcnt  and  much  jov  in 
their  efforts. 

Liahona  News  : 

During  the  past  month  tlu'  baby  of 
Brothei-  and  .Sister  Charles  Schubach  ha.s 
been  ill  and  has  not  yet  quite  recovered. 
Sister  May  Stark  is  quite  fit  after  her 
short  illness. 

The  annual  Christmas  tree  was  held  a.t 
"  Ramah  "  in  conjunction  with  Ramah 
Branch.  A    large    number   of   children 

turned  out  to  receixe  their  presents  and 
to  see  Santa  Claus. 

We  are  plea.sed  to  have  had  the  plea- 
sure of  seeing  President  and  Sister 
Backman  and  all  the  elders  in  our  fair 
citv. 


EAST  LONDON. 

Elder   Harlan   W.    Clark,    District   President. 
Elder  W.  Dean  Taylor. 

Services:  Studio,  27,  St.  George's  Road, 
East  London. 

Convention  is  a  time  of  rejoicing,  but 
brings  also  a  tinge  of  sadness.  It  is 
hard  to  lose  our  good-natured,  steady 
"  Cowboy  "  Elder,  Omer  J.  Smith. 
Elder  Harlan  W.  Clark,  who  has  spent 
the  lirst  vear  of  his  missit)n  in  the  Cape 
Distri(-t,  takes  his  place  as  District  Presi- 
dent. With  the  \crv  capable  assistance 
of  Elder  Taylor,  we  look  forward  to  much 
progress  for  East  London  during  1937. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Sons  of 
England  hall  changed  hands,  necessitat- 
ing the  finding  of  a  new  meeting  place. 
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Fifty  children — anil  some  ^rown-ups — • 
were  delightfully  entertained  at  a  Christ- 
mas tree  party  on  the  20th  of  December. 
To  make  way  for  the  arrival  of  Father 
Christmas,  a  programme  of  musical 
numbers  and  recitations  was  presented, 
then  the  jolly  old  chap  came  bursting  in 
with  , sweets  and  presents  for  all. 

Wedding  bells  have  reduced  the  Futter 
household  for  the  second  time  during  the 
year.  The  day  was  Boxing  Day,  the 
26th  of  December,  when  Sister  Muriel 
Futter  "  boxed  "  Cyril  A.  Dean,  of  East 
London,  as  her  husband.  Congratula- 
tions and  wishing  you  a  life  of  joy  and 
happiness.  To  add  to  the  festive  occa- 
sion. Brothers  Edward  L.  Futter  and 
Reaford  Futter,  of  Springs,  father  and 
brother  of  the  bride,  respectively,  were 
visiting  here  during  the  holidays.  On 
the  2nd  of  January,  they  took  Sister  Cora 
Futter  with  them  for  an  indefinite  stay  in 
Springs.  We  hope  it  will  be  a  short 
one. 

Zion  is  growing — in  the  Transvaal. 
Brother  D.  C.  Lancelot  Jubber  and  Bro. 
P.  W.  Danielson  have  seen  fit  to  move 
to  the  metropolis.  Our  best  wishes  go 
with  them. 


PORT  ELIZABETH. 

Elder  Rcss  D.  Benson,  District  President. 
Elder  Joseph  R.  Meservy. 

Services:  Forresters'  Hall,  Palm  Street, 
Sunday,  10.30  a.m.  and  7  p.m. 

"  Good  things  come  and  go,"  says  an 
old  adage.  So  it  is  at  Port  Elizabeth.  All 
members  and  friends  of  the  Port  Eliza- 
beth District  join  in  extending  their  ap- 
preciation to  Elder  Jack  H.  Bradshaw  for 
his  faithful  work  during  his  sojourn  here. 

THE  Hardware  House 

HAMILTON  &  DUNGAN 
Main  Road         -         -         Mowbray 

Phone    6-1368 


His  (lelit;htful  stay  with  us  lias  extended 
throughout  the  vvhoTe  of  the  \ear  1936; 
the  last  four  months  as  District  Presitlent. 
He  has  gained  the  lo\e  and  respect  of 
everyone  and  all  wish  him  the  same  suc- 
cess in  the  future  as  in  the  past.  Elder 
Ross  D.  Benson,  who  laboured  in  this 
district  for  a  short  period  in  1935  has 
been  appointed  as  his  successor  with 
Elder  Joseph  R.  Meservy  as  his  com- 
panion. 

The  holiday  season  has  seen  a  few 
temporary  changes  in  the  Port  Elizabeth 
Branch.  Brother  and  Sister  R.  K.  F. 
Dollcr  and  family  have  spent  a  few  weeks 
touring  the  Union  and  South -West 
Africa.  Also  various  other  members  have 
been   vacationing   throughout   the    L^nion. 

Once  more  Port  Elizabeth  was  favoured 
with  a  short  visit  from  a  new  recruit, 
Dean  A.  Ellsworth,  on  his  wa}'  to  Natal. 
He  is  fresh  from  Church  headquarters  and 
reports  that  conditions  there  are  very 
favourable.  We  are  always  happy  to 
welcome  a  new  volunteer  to  God's 
service. 

20th  December,  the  Sunday  School  of 
the  Branch  presented  a  special  Christmas 
programme.  \'arious  numbers  in  keep- 
ing with  the  spirit  of  the  day  were  pre- 
sented. After  the  programme,  gifts  of 
all  kinds   were  given   to  the  children. 

The  oflficers  should  be  congratulated, 
for  truly,  like  the  shepherds  of  old,  we 
all  came  away  imbued  with  the  spirit  of 
the  Christ  child. 

Frances  Maud  Milborrow  was  baptized, 
28th  December,  by  Elder  Joseph  R. 
Meservy  and  confirmed  by  Elder  Jack  H. 
Bradshaw.  With  joy  we  welcome  little 
Frances  into  the  Church  and  pray  that 
God   will   ever  guide   her. 

Elder  Ross  D.  Benson  wishes  to  thank 
all  for  fhe  wonderful  spirit  with  which 
he  was  received  on  entering  the  Port 
Elizabeth  District  and  asks  for  the  co- 
operation of  all  of  the  members  and 
friends  in  making  the  year  1937  a  "  more 
successful    ^■ear." 


Phone  5-1416   foi    "  ENTERPRISE "   POULTRY   FOODS 

GARDEN   FERTILIZERS  for  all  purposes 
BEST  UTRECHT  COBBLES  and  WOOD 

F.    LINCOLN    LEAK   (Pty.)   Ltd.      P.O.  box  lO,  observatory 
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